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PREFACE

HIS volume is intended in the first instance as an appreciation of the

services rendered by Perthshire men who served in South Africa during
the late war, and indirectly, as a tribute to British soldiers and sailors in general.
The names (and in most cases the portraits) of the Forfarshire men who took
part in the earlier stages of the South African War were recorded in “ The
Muster-Roll of Angus,” published in 1900, and Miss Jane C. C, Macdonald, who
had been one of the promoters of the Angus book, undertook, at the suggestion
of some friends in Perthshire, to compile a similar record for this county. The
work was begun during the course of the war, but in the absence of the many
officers and men who were then serving abroad, considerable difficulty was experi-
enced in obtaining the necessary information.

In the winter of 1902-1903, some months after my return from South Africa,
I was invited by Miss Macdonald to complete the record which she had inaugurated,
and after some months of preliminary work I finally accepted the responsibility
of the editorship. Though only too conscious that on the grounds of literary
experience I had no qualification whatever for the work of an editor, I felt that,
as the wife and sister of Perthshire men who had served in South Africa, I could
not but do what in me lay to further the compilation of such a record, and that
my connection with the Army might afford me facilities for procuring informa-
tion. Generous help in the way of amassing material had already been given
by the parish ministers and others resident in the county ; the kindness of the
officers commanding the depéts of the various Scots regiments now procured me
additional lists ; and the information obtained from local sources was, wherever
possible, verified and supplemented from regimental records. The result has
been the collection of brief records of some 170 officers and 1370 non-commis-
sioned officers and men, with portraits of the great majority of the officers and
men in question.

Under the original scheme the book was to record only the services of men
who had served in the South African War, but at an early stage I felt that it
would gain in interest, and would not be enlarged to any considerable extent, if
it included the names of the Perthshire men who had served in the Soudan Expedi-
tion of 1898 and the various campaigns on the Indian Frontier during the ten

years previous to 19o3—the year in which I took up the work. So far, therefore,
vil
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as I have been able to trace them, a brief outline is here presented of the services
of all the Perthshire men, living or dead, who saw active service under the British
flag from 1893 to 1903, and of such survivors of earlier campaigns as were living
in the latter year. But no one is more aware than I that, with the best will in
the world, such a record must necessarily be incomplete, and I would fain ask
forgiveness beforehand of those officers and men whose names may have been
inadvertently omitted from these pages.

It should be added that space has been found in the Roll for a mention of
the men of the Yeomanry and Scottish Horse, who, enlisting for active service
towards the end of the South African War, arrived in South Africa to find that
peace had been concluded.

As the term “ Perthshire man " is open to different interpretations, I may
here explain that, following the lines on which the book had already been begun,
I have included not only natives of the county, but men who, though not born in
Perthshire, have resided therein in a civilian capacity for a period of not less
than five years. The definition may perhaps be regarded as too comprehensive,
but in a record such as this I would rather be accused of including too many
than too few. It will, however, be readily understood that so wide a category has
considerably added to the difficulties of compilation.

From the first Miss Macdonald had intended that the records of the Perth-
shire men of the present day should be accompanied by letterpress, including some
essays illustrative of the military achievements of the county in the past. The
last four years have seen so wide a development of the historical portion of this
scheme, besides a large increase in the number of records amassed, that it has
been found impossible to publish all the material within the limits of one volume,
and it has further been felt desirable that the work, instead of appearing, as
originally proposed, under the name of ““ The Muster-Roll of Perthshire,” should
bear the more distinctive title of a  Military History ”’ of the county from 1660
onwards. The present volume, therefore, besides the records and portraits of
officers and men of the present day, and appreciations of three distinguished
men connected with the county who lost their lives in the late South African
War, includes only articles dealing with that war. All historical matter
prior to 18gg will be found in ‘“ A Military History of Perthshire, 1660-1902,”
which is published uniformly with this volume.

The extension of the historical portion of the book is chiefly responsible for
the fact that the publication has been delayed so long beyond the date originally
contemplated-; but few perhaps will realise what incessant correspondence and
laborious work have been involved in the arrangement, amplification, and verifica-
tion of the records of service, or how long it was before I was able to seriously
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devote my attention to more purely literary matters. Indeed it was not until
many months after I had set to work that some of the regimental depéts to which
I had applied were able to furnish me with all the necessary information.

In a work the material for which has been gathered from so many different
sources, editor and compiler alike are indebted to many for assistance. In the
first instance thanks are due to the respective contributors of the articles on the
Black Watch in South Africa, the account of the principal engagements in which
the Scottish Horse took part, and the three appreciations already referred to ;
also to Captain Lord George Stewart Murray and Captain the Hon. Maurice
Drummond, adjutants respectively of the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the Black
Watch, for help in compiling the table showing the services of the officers of their
regiment in South Africa. The illustrations to the articles on the Black Watch
are the work of the respective authors of those articles ; while the compilers are
indebted to Miss Jane B. Constable for her admirable sketch of a Scottish Horse
trooper ; to Lord Tullibardine for the map showing the engagement at Moedwil ;
and to Mr. Colin B. Phillip, A.R.W.S,, for permission to reproduce a picture
which he generously gave to be disposed of for the benefit of a fund for providing
copies of this book for the non-commissioned officers and men whose services are
recorded herein.

In the initial stages of the work Miss Macdonald derived much assistance from
the late Mr. David Farquharson, A.R.A., Mr. John Hassall, R.I.,, Mr. W. G.
Burn-Murdoch, the late Dr. Hugh Macmillan, and the late Mr. Ness of Braco.
And from first to last, long is the list of those who have assisted in the collection
of the soldiers’ records and portraits. Ministers of the Established and other
Churches (especially the Rev. James Meikle, at Alyth) have rendered invalu-
able help; and among others to whom the compilers owe a debt of gratitude on
this score are Miss H. M. O. Wedderburn, Miss Jean Hope, the late Miss Buchanan
of Leny, Miss E. J. Bairnsfather, Miss Murray MacGregor, Captain R. M. Christie,
late 4th Volunteer Battalion The Black Watch, Lieutenants T. Buchanan and
C. Willison and Sergeant-Instructor G. Strathearn, all of the 5th Volunteer
Battalion, Sergeant T. Robertson, late 5th Volunteer Battalion, Dr. John Irvine,
Mr. A. Stuart Erskine, Mr. R. Doig, Scone, and Mr. J. Roberts, Dunkeld. But
above all they are indebted to Miss Mary Masterson, Honorary Treasurer and
Secretary of the Perthshire Branch of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Families Associa-
tion, for her untiring zeal in procuring information with regard to the many men
belonging to Perth, whose names are to be found in this book.

I must also record my thanks to the officers commanding the various regi-
mental and departmental depdts to which I applied, also to their respective
staffs, and to the Permanent Staff of the two Volunteer battalions in the county,
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for their kindness in furnishing me with the requisite information. The labour
involved in preparing the lists of the men of the Black Watch must have been
particularly heavy, and I am most grateful to Colonel E. G. Grogan, C.B,, late
commanding the 42nd Regimental District, for his never-failing courtesy in
replying to my queries, and to Quartermaster-Sergeant Alexander Kelman, and
Private Angus McPhee, who, under his direction, compiled voluminous tables
for my benefit.

I should like to take this opportunity of thanking the many contributors to
the Soldiers’ Copies Fund already referred to, and Captain R. M. Christie and the
members of the Dundee and Celtic Football Clubs, who most kindly gave the
proceeds of a football match to help towards the considerable expenditure in-
volved in the production of the book. I wish to thank also the many soldiers’
and sailors’ relatives who entrusted the compilers with photographs for repro-
duction.

Mrs. William J. Watson (Miss E. C. Carmichael), editor of The Celtic Review,
has very kindly read through the proofs of this volume, and I have received from
her much helpful advice on various points. I am also indebted to Miss C. G.
Barclay and Captain Arthur Ramsay for help in correcting the proofs of the
records of service, and to my husband and Lieutenant-Colonel Angel Scott,
3rd (Militia) Battalion The Black Watch, for information on various technical
points.

Though full explanations of the scheme of arrangement are given in the text,
it may perhaps be mentioned here that the officers’ records are arranged alpha-
betically, grouped in two parts, according to the connection of each individual
with Perthshire. The records of the non-commissioned officers and men, on
the other hand, are arranged according to regiments, the different units being
given in the correct order of precedence, and the records of each regiment being
in alphabetical order. The portraits of officers have been grouped wherever
possible according to family or clan; those of non-commissioned officers and
men under their respective regiments, though such pictorial effect as was possible
has been preferred to an alphabetical arrangement. As will readily be believed,
the expense of reproducing so many photographs has been considerable, and the
portraits of non-commissioned officers and men being especially numerous, it
was found impossible to include them except in a very small size. In many cases
the photographs of non-commissioned officers and men sent could not be repro-
duced without another process. This was skilfully accomplished by Messrs. D.
Milne and Son, photographers, Blairgowrie. It should be added, in fairness to
Messrs. Carl Hentschel, Limited, who are responsible for the reproduction of the
illustrations, that many of the photographs sent to them were of an extremely
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faulty nature, and that under the circumstances they have produced surprisingly
good results.

A reference to each portrait included will be found in the corresponding
record, and as the scale on which the portraits of non-commissioned officers and
men have been reproduced precludes the possibility of printing the names below
them, each photo has been numbered, and a Portrait Index has been included,
to which the numbers on the photos are the key. Finally, the extremely careful
Indexes which have been compiled by Mr. Andrew Ross, Ross Herald, and his
son, Mr. Alastair Ross, make it a simple matter to refer to any person or regiment
mentioned in the book. A list of the abbreviations used in the records and the
Indexes will be found on page 64.

Indian place-names mentioned in the text of records of officers and men
I have, as far as possible, spelt as in Wilson’s Gazetfcer. The names of the
various clasps on medals, however, have been reproduced as on the clasps
themselves. Names of regiments, past or present, I have given as in con-
temporary Army Lists, and the records of all officers of the Imperial {forces
have been verified—indeed, mainly compiled—from the same source.

It is the earnest hope of the compilers that this tribute to the Perthshire
soldiers and sailors of the present day may serve to stimulate the patriotism of
their descendants, and that in the future, as in the past, Perthshire men, by their
readiness to share in the toils, the privations, and the dangers incident to war,
will show that even that terrible scourge of humanity, when entered upon in
vindication of just rights or principles, may call out the noblest qualities alike in
the individual and the nation.

In conclusion I should like to record my thanks to the subscribers, who, with
so much kindly patience and forbearance, have awaited the publication of this
volume.

K. M. TULLIBARDINE.

BLAIR CASTLE,
1907.




































THE BLACK WATCH IN SOUTH AFRICA
1899—-1902

I.-THE FIRST BATTALION
I1Q0I-—-1Q02
BY AN OFFICER

TowaRDs the end of 1go1 it was rumoured that certain regiments from India,
including the 1st Battalion The Black Watch (which was then quartered at
Kampti, in the Central Provinces), were about to take the place of some of the
war-worn battalions in South Africa. After a few weeks of suspense, these
rumours were happily confirmed by the receipt, on the 13th of November, of
orders for the Black Watch to proceed at once on active service. A large number
of time-expired men availed themselves of the bounty then offered, and extended
their service in order to accompany the regiment to the front.

On the 6th of December, 22 officers,! 2 warrant officers, and 953 non-commis-
sioned officers and men, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel E. G. Grogan,
embarked on board the transport Armenian at Bombay, and after a calm but
very hot voyage, lasting sixteen days, reached Durban on the 22nd of the same
month.

On the afternoon of the 24th the battalion started up-country in two trains,
its destination being Standerton, in the Transvaal. The first train, under Major
Wolrige-Gordon, arrived there early on Christmas morning, just about the hour
at which the Boers were rushing the Yeomanry camp at Tweefontein.

Consequent on this disaster, the second train was stopped by a telegram twenty
miles south of Standerton, and the whole regiment was ordered to turn and join
Lieutenant-General Sir Leslie Rundle’s diminished force in the Orange River
Colony as quickly as possible.

On the morning of the 27th of December, headquarters and four companies
reached Harrismith. One company was left there, and the remainder immediately
set out on an eighteen-mile march to Elands River Bridge, where they were
joined, twenty-four hours later, by the rest of the battalion, with the exception
of the company left in Harrismith. Considering that it was the hot weather,

1 Seven officers joined the battalion in South Africa. For the names of the officers who served

with the Tst and 2nd Battalions respectively, see Appendix I. of this section.

II. A
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and that the men had been seventeen days on board ship and three consecutive
days in the train, they covered the distance very well, and a flattering letter
was received from the General to that effect.

Somewhat over a week was spent at Elands River Bridge, during which time
the regiment was employed in throwing up a fort, and in covering the construc-
tion of a line of block-houses to Elands River Drift. It then joined General
Rundle’s headquarters near Tweefontein, and during the next two or three
weeks helped to construct block-houses between Harrismith and Bethlehem.

On the afternoon of the 8th of January 1go2, the force made a short march’
of about four miles to Tyger’s Spruit. Unaware of this, a party of Boers,
returning to De Wet’s commando from the direction of Witzies Hoek, stumbled
right upon the camp in the dark. They were met by a heavy fire from the
picquets, and—according to information supplied several weeks afterwards by
two separate batches of Boer prisoners—sustained some seventeen or eighteen
casualties from the fusillade.

The next five or six nights were cold, and heavy rain fell, accompanied by
the violent thunder and lightning peculiar to South Africa. During these un-
pleasant hours of darkness the “ clip-clop ’ of the Boer Mauser was no unfamiliar
sound, and at a place called Hattingsdal, where the force bivouacked on the
13th of January, one of our sentries was killed by a Boer sniper, a few paces in
front of his picquet.

Before the end of January block-houses had been run up as far as Bethlehem,
and headquarters and four companies had been withdrawn to Harrismith to
form part of the garrison. The defences of the town were placed in charge of
Colonel Grogan; and by the middle of February the whole of the battalion,
(except C and G Companies), had joined headquarters at Harrismith.

Later in the month the battalion formed the greater portion of what might
be called the “ bag ”” of a huge net, into which our mobile columns drove about
1000 Boers, thus forcing them to surrender to us.

Immediately after this ““ drive,” A and H Companies, under Major Burton
and Captain Lloyd, and F and E Companies, under Captains Grant-Duff
and Walker, joined Colonel Rimington’s and Colonel S. D. Gordon’s columns
respectively, in relief of four companies of the 2nd Battalion, which had had
several months of hard trekking.

The greater part of G and C Companies meantime had taken over from the
East Yorks a line of twenty block-houses extending from Elands River to
Tradouw. In the course of one of the “ drives ”” which followed, we lost a most
promising young N.C.O. (Lance-Corporal W. Scott), who was in charge of a new
block-house, specially put up for a big ‘drive” organised by Major-General
Locke Elliot. Scott was killed at a range of over a mile on the night of the 27th
of March, during an unsuccessful attempt made by the Boers to break through
our line.

With Rimington’s column, Major Burton’s and Captain Lloyd’s companies
marched through the Orange River Colony, Eastern Transvaal, and Natal,
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between the 1st of March and 31st of May, chiefly in pursuit of De Wet. Captain
Grant-Duff’s and Captain Walker’s men joined Colonel Gordon’s column (forming
part of Colonel Garratt’s force) at Elands River on the 3rd of March, and
participated in much the same ““drives” as A and H. The four companies
marched over a thousand miles before the conclusion of hostilities on the 31st
of May, and the combined efforts of the several columns engaged in these
*“ drives " resulted in the capture of a considerable number of prisoners and cattle.

The following ““ Force Order ” was published by Colonel Rimington on the
break-up of his column after peace had been declared. “ The O.C. Column
desires to thank the officers, N.C.O.s, and men of the 1st Black Watch for the
excellent work they have done with this column, and to place on record his high
opinion of their soldier-like qualities, good discipline, and magnificent marching
powers, and further to thank them for the cheerful way in which they have
helped the transport at difficult drifts, &c.”

Colonel Gordon also wrote to Colonel Grogan as follows :—

“My DEAR COLONEL GROGAN,—Your two companies under Captain Grant-
Duff have left my column this morning to join your headquarters, and I wish to
place on record with you my high appreciation of their discipline and behaviour
whilst under my command. We have not fought any battles during this period,
but there has been plenty of hard work; long weary marches, especially for
them, and much trying night picquet duty. During these marches I have always
felt my baggage to be safe in their charge, and at night I knew my most exposed
flank was safe in their hands. I never heard of any grumbling or slackness, and
anything I asked them to do was done as I wished it. I cannot give them higher
praise than this, and what I say of the men of course applies in even a greater
degree to the officers. I shall always be proud to have had them under my
command, and can only hope I shall be equally lucky on some future occasion.”

. The close of the war found the whole of the regiment at Harrismith, the two
battalions meeting for the first time in their history.

About the middle of September the 2nd Battalion received orders to be ready
to proceed to India, and 238 N.C.O.s and men were accordingly transferred from
the 1st Battalion, 170 N.C.O.s and men not qualified to serve in India being
received in return. On the 24th of September the 1st Battalion left Harrismith
for Durban on its way home, with a strength of 22 officers, 2 warrant officers,
and 635 non-commissioned officers and men.

The casualties of the 1st Battalion in South Africa were :—3 N.C.O.s and
men killed and died of wounds; 2 men died of injuries or disease, and 3 men
wounded.
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II..THE SECOND BATTALION
1899—-1902

By A COMPANY OFFICER

BEFORE beginning his meagre record the narrator feels he owes a humble apology
to the honoured memory of his brave comrades for being so little able to do one
tithe of the justice due to the gallant soul of the regiment. The company officer’s
view is so restricted that he can only describe what happens on a mile or two of
ground, and therefore all his impressions are those of a man looking at a picture
while standing a few inches from the canvas.

1899. The mobilisation order for the rst Army Corps, of which the 2nd
Battalion The Black Watch was a part, reached Aldershot on the 7th of
October 1899. On the 11th came news of the ultimatum. Then our reservists,
every one of whom reported himself, arrived from Perth :—27 officers, 954 rank
and file (of whom 430 were reservists) embarked in the Orient (Captain Symons)
at Tilbury, on Sunday the 22nd of October, and 59 more came by a second ship
shortly afterwards. The Daily Chronicle of the 23rd of October said of the
regiment at Tilbury, ‘“ A more splendid body of men has never been seen on any
parade ground since the substitution of short for long service in the Army.”

After a most comfortable voyage we dropped anchor in Table Bay on the
evening of the 13th of November, and came alongside on the following afternoon.

We at once loaded up two trains, and were away up the line early on the 15th
across the dreary Karroo, arriving at De Aar on the 17th, where we found the
General, Andrew Wauchope, our old Colonel, with his staff.

A few days afterwards we left by rail for Naauwpoort Junction, where a
culvert over which we had just passed was blown up. On the 23rd Captain
Cumming-Bruce's company (C), when acting as part of an escort to General
French’s reconstruction train, came under the fire of a few Boers near Arundel.
Three of the mounted infantry escort and five Boers were wounded.

At Naauwpoort we left our claymores and sporrans. To replace the sporran
an apron of khaki drill was worn. All ranks carried the rifle.

On the 1st of December came news of Modder River fight and sudden orders.
to entrain, one half-battalion being railed through to Modder River, the other
marching from Orange River (fifty-five miles). On the 7th the Boers made an
attempt to cut the railway behind us at Enslin, and on the same day we heard
of Captain H. Scott Turner’s death while bravely leading a successful sortie
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from Kimberley on the 28th of November. In him the regiment lost a most
gallant, capable, and popular officer.

At Modder River we came under Lord Methuen’s command, and the High-
land Brigade was collected together—the 1st Highland Light Infantry, the 2nd
Seaforth Highlanders, the 1st Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, and ourselves.

The total force under Lord Methuen must have been some 14,000 men of
all arms.

At 2.30 P.M. on Sunday the 1oth of December, in pouring rain, the Highland
Brigade paraded for the attack on the Magersfontein kopjes. At the same time
the gth Lancers and four batteries of artillery moved off, the Lancers protecting
our right flank. In the brigade every one carried a blanket (an unwieldy piece
of furniture), a rifle, and 150 rounds of ammunition in pouches. Every man
had his mess tin, and every other man a one-pound tin of beef.

A and B Companies of the regiment were the advanced-guard. We proceeded
some three miles in a north-easterly direction and then lay down while all our
artillery—field-guns, howitzers, and 4.7 naval guns—poured a tremendous hail
along the upper ridges of Magersfontein Hill. From Dr. Ramsbotham, then
head of the Free State Ambulance, the narrator heard long afterwards that not
a single Boer was killed, and only two or three slightly wounded, by this storm
of projectiles.

The rain stopped during the afternoon, but a heavy thunderstorm broke in
the evening. At dark the brigade fell back, and bivouacked under the shelter
of some rising ground in mass of quarter columns—i.e. each company behind the
other, at a distance of eight paces.

During the evening Colonel Coode explained to all his officers General
Wauchope’s instructions :—that we should advance at 12.30 A.M. in brigade mass
of quarter column ; that Major G. E. Benson, R.A., would lead us a little to the
east of the most northerly point of the hill before us; that at the foot of the hill
the brigade would deploy (¢.e. form line for attack) to the left; that the H.L.L
{the rear battalion) would form the ‘second line” ; that each of the other
three battalions would at first have two companies in the firing line, two in
support, four in reserve; that the crest of the hill was held by the enemy, and
had to be taken by this partial turning movement ; and that the General would
be with the H.L.I.

At 12.30 A.M. on Monday the 11th of December we moved off, the Black
Watch leading. While charging magazines two rifles were accidentally dis-
charged in the brigade, but the storm must have prevented the report being
heard at any distance. The left guide of each company held a rope knotted
every ten yards. It was a pitch-black night, and ever and again the
glare of the Kimberley search-light would flash on us and intensify the sur-
rounding darkness. At about 2 A.M. the thunderstorm was at its height. The
only human noise was caused by men stumbling and falling as we moved over
the rocky ground. On the right there was occasionally confusion owing to men
from other companies and other regiments losing touch in the darkness, and
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some men of the Seaforth got as far forward as our second company. The
General marched on the left at the head of the column behind Major Benson,
who was assisted by Captain Cumming-Bruce. There were constant halts to
check the direction, but we veered about a good deal, as the lightning affected
the magnetic compasses. The Boers had a lamp showing on the hill at one time
during the night, but it was probably not for signalling purposes. At about
2.30 A.M. the rain ceased. Shortly after 3 A.M. we came on a thick line of
bushes, through which the two leading companies moved in “ fours.” The
brigade again formed up on the other side of these, our right close to a barbed-
wire farm fence. The dawn was beginning to show behind the hill to our right
front, so that we seemed to be considerably to the west of the line we were
intended to take. The General then sent back to order the three leading
battalions to deploy to the right instead of to the left, and, under Colonel
Coode’s orders, A, the leading company, went forward, extended to five paces
interval, while B Company, with each half-company in single rank, followed as
support.

A had advanced a hundred and fifty yards, with B seventy yards behind,
when the foot of the hill in front of them burst into a sheet of fire. A Company
received orders direct from the General, who, with Colonel Coode, had moved
forward with it, to lie down and fire, evidently whilst waiting for the brigade
to deploy. B then doubled up in line, fixing bayonets as it did so. The fire
was going high, but a good many men were hit. Captain Cumming-Bruce was
mortally wounded just behind A Company, and close by fell the Colonel. General
Wauchope must have been killed almost at once, as he never spoke, although
his galloper was asking for him near the spot where he was afterwards found
dead. Part of C Company under Lieutenant Edmonds ran forward into the
ranks of A and B, so that the men were almost shoulder to shoulder. Part of
F under 2nd Lieutenant Maurice Drummond (who was almost at once hit in
the thigh), also came into the ranks of A at a place where 2nd Lieutenant
Nunneley and a few men were in a small trench. Lieutenant F. G. Tait also
brought some men of F into the ranks of B, but the bulk of this company, under
Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) Mowbray Berkeley, deployed with the rest of
the battalion to the right. The confusion was due to the new orders for deploy-
ment having scarcely reached every one when the enemy’s fire first began.

In the position in which the leading companies found themselves they were
enfiladed by a slight fire from both flanks, and were some three hundred yards
from the Boer trenches. Two rushes were made to enable the men to spread
out a little, and then they settled down to good deliberate firing. A sharpish
fire was also coming from the rear, where another regiment, which did not know
of our companies in front, had lain down and was replying to the Boer fire—the
heaviest we ever experienced during the war, not excepting Paardeberg. As
daylight broke this advanced party, of whom a large number had been hit, found
itself isolated by a spur jutting out on its right which the Boers had occupied,
but by collecting ammunition from dead and wounded and by firing only when
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panies, Lieutenant Edmonds some yards to the Colonel’s left, and Captain
Cumming-Bruce, were all killed. A Company had 23 killed, 28 wounded; B
15 killed, 40 wounded; and C about the same. The summer sun and the
innumerable flies were maddening to the wounded men.

Receiving no order to retire, this small force hung on until dark, and then
those who could walk fell back, led by two of the company officers who were
unhit—about twenty-five men in all, at whom, as they withdrew, the Boers most
chivalrously forbore to fire. They reached the bivouac of the brigade at about
9 P.M. and got food—their previous meal having been at mid-day on Sunday.

To return to the greater portion of the battalion. When the fire commenced
they moved to the right at the double, and each company turned to its front as
soon as it got clear. Owing to the brigade having closed up, the rear company,
after turning ‘‘ fours right,” had to incline a little to the right, and so in some
way interfered with the front companies of the Seaforth. D, E, and F Com-
panies went through two wire farm fences, and shortly after going through the
second wire fence, Lieutenant Nigel Ramsay, who was leading the left half of
D Company, was killed—not more than two hundred yards from the Boer trench.
Owing to the small spur shown on the map west of B, all these men lost touch
with the men of A, B, and C Companies on the left of the spur. A certain
number of men with Captain MacFarlan, the Adjutant (who had been hit in the
wrist in the first fire), went up the hill at the point marked B on the sketch.
They were stopped by a sudden fire in front, whereupon they lay down and
returned the fire, but were eventually driven down by our own artillery, and
fell back somewhere near F (see map). Captain MacFarlan walked back along
the line doing most noble work, and was killed close to where he started up
the hill,

Lieutenants Cox and Wilson of the Seaforth also led a mixed company of
our men and theirs round by the point marked F—to which place Sergeant Fraser
of the Black Watch managed to bring some more of our men—so that the Boers
were almost taken in rear. This party, however, was enfiladed by the enemy,
and was driven down by our own artillery fire, five men being taken prisoner.
It was our own shrapnel too that made the companies at the north point D fall
back at about 7 A.M. to the line EE, under a severe enfilading fire from the Boer
trenches on the right. This line EE they held—ammunition being passed along
from some unknown supply on the left—until 10 A.M., when the casualties were
so heavy that this could no longer be done, and the ammunition gave out. The
line then fell back a short way facing still more to the right, s.c. east-north-east,
on to a supporting line of the Seaforth.

Our right flank was now in touch with the Guards Brigade, which was in the
bushes shown in the sketch running south to the Modder River, and at about
1 .M. Colonel Hughes-Hallett gave an order to the centre to retire. This retire-
ment gave the Boers a chance they were quick to seize of pouring in a tremendous
fire, which caused many casualties. A second position was taken up further
back, but there was little fighting in this part of the field after 4 P.M. The
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brigade was finally brought back to a spot just west of the bivouac occupied on
the previous night.

The bitter cold after the heat of the daytime was very trying to the wounded,
most of whom lay all night where they had fallen. The Boers gave them water,
but they had no medical attendance until next day. Our medical officer, Lieu-
tenant H. E. M. Douglas, was severely wounded after doing magnificent work
under fire, for which he subsequently received the Victoria Cross; but there is no
space to tell of the countless individual acts of heroism performed that day.
Our roll of dead and wounded should speak for itself :—7 officers, 88 N.C.O.s and
men were killed, and 11 officers, 207 N.C.O.s and men wounded, of the 25 officers,
918 rank and file who went into action ; 42 men, some of whom were wounded,
were captured on the hill when they fell back at the commencement of our
artillery fire.

The following morning we stood to arms at 3.30 A.M., and the order to march
back to Modder River came as a very bitter blow to the regiment, as we had
scarcely realised that we were not to have one more chance of trying to take
the hill.

Lord Methuen then sent out parties of men to bring in our wounded and
bury the dead. General Wauchope’s body was brought to Modder River, and
the regiment he had once commanded, that loved him as he loved it, paid him
the last honours at his grave. Captain Elton, Lieutenant Ramsay, and twenty-
five rank and file were also laid to rest at Modder River that day. The others
were buried where they fell on the field of Magersfontein.

Some comment was afterwards caused at home by the fact that no return
was sent in of men of the Black Watch who had distinguished themselves in
this engagement. The Commanding Officer decided that where all had done
their share it would be unjust to select names.

The next few weeks were full of hard work for the shrunken battalion.

1900. On New Year’s Day the Caledonian Society of Capetown sent up every
man in the brigade a pint of beer and a generous gift of tobacco, and during this
time presents arrived from numerous kind friends at home.

On the 23rd of January Major-General Hector MacDonald, C.B., arrived and
took command of the brigade. Colonel Carthew-Yorstoun came from the
1st Battalion to command us; Lieutenant Grieve, adjutant of the Royal Scots
of Sydney, was attached to the regiment, and all the officers and men who had
not been severely wounded rejoined during these weeks. Sixty-five of our 3rd
Battalion also arrived.

On the 3rd of February a force under General MacDonald, consisting of the
Highland Brigade, two squadrons gth Lancers, the 62nd Battery R.F.A., and a
detachment R.E., with pontoons, started for Koedoesberg, some twenty-four
miles west down the left bank of the Riet River. We had a long halt on the
3rd, and arrived afte<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>